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MEMBER FOR MINDARIE 

“Inside Cover” Article — Personal Explanation 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [2.55 pm]: I rise to make a personal explanation. I notice that, unfortunately, 
the Premier seeks to mock me as I rise.  

My family has been absolutely torn apart this morning by a publication in The West Australian, as a result of 
which I was unable to take my baby to pathology this morning for genetic tests. I was unable to accompany my 
wife to St John of God Health Care hospital where she was booked in for her pre-admission interview for the 
birth of our next baby, due the week after next. I was unable to attend Dr Chester, the ophthalmologist, by reason 
of this publication. The appointment that I missed related to my glaucoma. What was published in The West 
Australian today has absolutely torn our family apart.  

In making my personal explanation, I do not make any criticism of The West Australian; its editor; the editor of 
“Inside Cover”, Mr Rob Broadfield; or the author of “Inside Cover” this morning, Mr Daniel Hatch. I draw the 
chamber’s attention to an article published in “Inside Cover” under the headline “Quigley’s Quandary”. I will 
read the first paragraph of the article — 

It’s not everyday that you get to scandalise a bus load of schoolgirls. But that’s exactly what happened 
in State Parliament yesterday when a group of Servite College’s finest young minds trooped into the 
gallery to watch our politicians slag each other off during question time.  

They left an hour later, ashen faced over the choice of websites preferred by MP John Quigley. Our 
Servite snout claims the girls saw Quiggers flicking through websites resplendent with bikini-clad 
women.  

The imputation there is that, in this chamber, rather than being interested in the business of the house, I was 
looking at inappropriate websites of either scantily clad or nude women. That imputation was made on the 
authority of the “Servite snout”—a matter that I will return to later. 

I am a father of daughters. They were on the phone lickety-split this morning concerned about what I do during 
the day. I took my computer into the Department of the Premier and Cabinet at eight o’clock this morning. I 
asked the technicians to go through my computer from yesterday to ascertain what websites I had accessed. I 
attended upon Mr Speaker today in his chambers, with the printout provided by the Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet that showed every website accessed between 2.04 pm and 2.52 pm yesterday, 18 August. The 
previous computer access before that was at 4.05 on 13 August; five days earlier. This printout is from the start 
of question time yesterday. The printout stops at 2.52 pm, when I left the chamber, some time after the 
conclusion of question time.  

I received a call from “Inside Cover” shortly after 4.00 pm. I checked my computer and the log starts again when 
I was being interviewed by “Inside Cover”. I have shown Mr Speaker that printout personally. The analysis from 
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet shows that at 2.04 pm I accessed the ABC news website. I looked at 
articles relating to processed meat precipitating stomach cancer. Then I saw another article relating to, I think, a 
dreadful radio announcer called Kyle Sandilands, who is back on the air after a dreadful performance. That took 
me through to the Daily Telegraph site—I did not know I was on the Daily Telegraph site. Thereafter I went to 
PerthNow to look at a current political news site because we were in question time. I was concerned about 
mandatory sentencing and trading hours. They are the sites that I accessed during question time, which the 
“Servite snout” informed “Inside Cover” were inappropriate websites.  

I seek leave of the chamber, Mr Speaker, to lay on the table for the rest of the sitting day the document the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet printed out indicating the sites I accessed. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: In tabling that document, I was shocked to read that more than 300 pages were accessed. 
However, I am told by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet that they are all advertisements and that each 
ad that comes up on a webpage records another entry on that site. 

Obviously my wife was distressed this morning because she had to handle a pre-admission interview at St John 
of God Health Care hospital with our two-and-a-half-year-old, heavily pregnant and without me there to assist 
her. I left her in tears this morning, Mr Speaker, as I left the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. As I was 
going in, I was fuming. I went to the Parliamentary Education Office and was able to ascertain that yesterday at 
1.45 pm there did attend at the Parliament a group of 33 schoolchildren in year 10 at Servite College, 
accompanied by their schoolteacher, the “Servite snout”—who I assume is the “Servite snout”; he is the prime 
and only suspect as the Servite snout, for reasons I will explain—who is Mr Tony Walker. 
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Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Government members are listening to this and giving the member the opportunity to make 
his personal explanation. However, he is now veering into making accusations about members of the public. 
Whether that is right or wrong, he should not be doing that in this chamber. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Certainly. 

The SPEAKER: I take the Premier’s point. Before the member for Mindarie continues, certainly there is an 
opportunity to make a personal explanation, but there is to be nothing in that personal explanation that accuses 
any member of the public of any behaviour. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The document that is on the table of the chamber today is proof beyond reasonable doubt 
that nothing in the order of what is alleged against me by the “Servite snout” is anything near the truth. What is 
proved beyond reasonable doubt is that the “Servite snout” is lying to “Inside Cover”. I take no issue with the 
editor of “Inside Cover” or the editor of the newspaper. It has absolutely destroyed my wife’s day, and I am very, 
very distressed. I have made the request of Ms Jane Gray of the Parliamentary Education Office and from your 
good self, as you know, Mr Speaker, to be warned in future of the attendance at this Parliament of anyone from 
Servite College who is in the capacity of a visitor from Servite College so that I can leave the parliamentary 
precinct. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: It is outrageous what this college has done. Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
 


